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TIBET POLICY INSTITUTE
INTRODUCTION

The Tibet Policy Institute is a research center of the Central Tibetan
Administration, based in Dharamshala, Himachal Pradesh, India. It
was formally inaugurated by Dr. Lobsang Sangay, the President of
Central Tibetan Administration on 15 February 2012. Prior to that
the institute has a long history of monitoring Tibet’s situation with
the initial inception of Tibetan Office of Research and Analysis
under the Kashag Secretariat in the early 1970s, and later as the
Research and Analysis section of the Department of Security.

The Tibet Policy Institute focuses on:

v" China’s leadership and policies in Tibet;
v" China’s infrastructure development in Tibet including rapid
urbanization of the plateau;

<

Tibet’s environment, construction of dams, river diversion,
climate change, and mining;

Social Media and Cyber Security;

Education and Human Rights in Tibet;

Gender Issues;

AN NI NN

Himalayan studies
MISSION STATEMENT

The Tibet Policy Institute strives to serve as an intellectual hub for
Tibetan scholars across the globe and to become an international
platform for Tibetan scholars to articulate their views on issues
concerning Tibet that will shape the perception of the international
community and the policies of the various governments regarding
Tibet and the Tibetan people.



The Tibet Policy Institute also serves as a think tank to help the
Kashag of the Central Tibetan Administration (CTA) to identify the
potential prospects and problems for Tibet and the Tibetan people
within five to fifty years and offer possible solutions for the Kashag
to make optimum use of the potential prospects or to effectively
meet the potential challenges.

ACTIVITIES

v" Hold conferences on Tibet; Invite eminent experts on Tibet
and China for lectures;

v' Publish bi-annual Tibet Policy Journal in English and
Tibetan;

v Lhakar Presentations;

v" Publish commentaries, articles, reports, monogtraphs, books
on issues related to Tibet;

v" Research fellows presentations in India and abroad on Tibet
related subjects;

4 Regular interactive session with experts and scholars.



The Dalai Lama Institute for Higher Education, Bangalore

The Dalai Lama Institute for Higher Education (DLIHE), Bangalore
is the first of its kind in the Tibetan community in India and as well as
the World. The Institute is a part of the Tibetan Children’s Village
(TCV). TCV has set the pace and tempo of school management, and
has consistently worked hard to improve the quality and scope of
education at the higher level.

The Dalai LLama Institute for Higher Education was recognized by the
University of Mysore under its statutes of “Outreach” and
“Specialized” Programmes in April, 2013. The University of Mysore
has long been recognized as an institution with high standards of
academic quality. The programmes of study offered at The Dalai Lama
Institute for Higher Education with effective from the academic
session 2013-2014 are endorsed by the University of Mysore, making
the Institute competitive with the finest in the world.

The Dalai Lama Institute for Higher Education is also an affiliated
institute of Bangalore University from 2017 and offers Under Graduate
programme of B. A, B. Com, BBA, BCA and BA Tibetan and Post
Graduate course of M.A Tibetan under Bangalore University. It also
offers PhD in Tibetan studies under the University of Mysore.

Mission
The mission of the Dalai I.ama Institute of Higher Education is to
ensure that each student is a passionate, lifelong learner who practices
Tibetan values and serves the community with utmost dedication and
integrity.

Student Objectives

* Students will demonstrate competency and excel in the academic
standards of each course.

* Students will acquire knowledge and skills to practice Tibetans’ values
and culture.

* Students will take personal responsibility to pursue their passions by
acquiring in-depth knowledge.



Our philosophy

Given the background of our situation, we realize the seminal
importance of creating different educational, social, and life skill
programs through staff and student initiative. Creating forums to
test one’s skills and potential is the watch word because the Institute
is totally residential. An educational institution without any
cognitive, affective and psycho-motor stimuli would surely be a
poor place to grow and flower. Therefore, the drive to have as many
forums and platforms for students to venture and learn is key to our
educational endeavour. The richness of campus life comes through
its co-curricular activities and this must not be lost on the staff and
students. Any suggestions to the contrary will be against the mission
of a “holistic and integrated education” that we have enshrined in
our mission statement.

The very situation of our campus away from the madding crowd
places us in a unique position to see that we all collectively work
together on certain essentials of our campus life. We have to clean
and sweep our facilities and services such as our academic centre,
catering centre, and the hostels and staff quarters. We must plant
trees and other plants in the campus. We have to root out the weeds
and plants that affect our health. We must all pitch in when we have
to organize gatherings and functions. These are community services
to which we must all lend a hand. This is very much a part of our
educational philosophy.

Nonetheless, we are very clear on ensuring that the sanctity of
choosing and the right to choose must be left with the students
when it comes to their co-curricular activities. To participate or not
to participate in any program must be a preserve of each student.
Each student has to use his own judgment at time and take
responsibility with choice rather than following the convention of
attending mindlessly without any purpose.
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5th Young Tibetan Research Scholars' Conference
Sixty Years of China's Occupation of Tibet and Tibetans in Exile

This year marks 60 years since China occupied Tibet. The uprising in
Lhasa in 1959 was violently crushed and this led to the flight of His
Holiness the Dalai Lama with thousands of Tibetans following him to
India. Despite several attempts to negotiate the status of Tibet with the
People's Republic of China, China continues to hold a strong grip on Tibet
and the discourse of "liberation of Tibet" and development within Tibet
is employed to legitimize its current colonial enterprise in Tibet. The initial
state-led "Democratic Reforms" in Tibet proved devastating for Tibetans
and led to unprecedented mass-starvation in Tibetan history. Along with
the rest of China, Tibet was also swept in the frenzy of Mao's "Cultural
Revolution." However, in last few decades, ethnographers inform us of
germination of cultural and religious revival albeit under strict and
watchful eyes of the state.

In exile, under the leadership of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Tibetans
created what was described elsewhere as the "most successful refugee
community." Tibetans in exile, predominantly in India, Nepal and Bhutan
initiated building of secular and religious institutions. Tibetans in exile are
currently governed democratically by the Central Tibetan Administration,
with elected president, parliament members and an independent judiciary.
At the same time, a huge demographic shift in exile population is taking
place, largely aided by immigration predominantly to North America and
Europe.

The 19th Party Congress gave President Xi Jinping wherewithal to rule
China for an unforeseeable future. And the discussions on the sidelines of
the "two meetings" are no less alarming. The project of Sinicizing
"minority" culture and religion has been taken up with more urgency by
the organs of Chinese government and provincial party leaders. The
primacy of the Communist Party of China is exerted in all institutions and
spheres of human activities.



This year, the Young Tibetan Research Scholars' Conference will be an
academic exploration on the theme of 60 Years of China's Occupation of
Tibet and Resilience in Exile. We invite Tibetan scholars early in their
academic career to submit and present papers related to the theme. This
is a slight departure from the theme of our eatlier conferences, although
we continue to provide platform for Tibetan scholars to articulate and
explore on part of a broader theme of our earlier conferences -- challenges
and opportunities. Your participation is valued and indispensable. This
year, special invitation was sent to those Tibetan researchers from India
who had participated in the 15th Seminar of the International Association
for Tibetan Studies held at Paris on July 2019.

Inside Tibet:

1) Leadership and governance in Tibet

2) Infrastructure development in Tibet and its implications
3) Tibetan Environment

4) Culture and Language

5) Social, Political and Economic study on Tibet

6) BRI and Tibet

7) Modern Tibetan History

In Exile:

1) CTA and Governance

2) Culture and Education

3) Socio-Economic sustenance

4) Tibet Movement/Support/International Engagement

The 5th Young Tibetan Research Scholars' Conference will be held in
collaboration with the Dalai Lama Institute for Higher Education,
Bangalore on 1-3 September 2019. This conference is one of the flagship
programmes of the Tibet Policy Institute which is aimed to facilitate and
nurture young Tibetan research scholars. All previous conferences were
held in Dharamshala and the first conference was held in 2015.
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Dr. B. Tsering,

Principal of the Dalai Lama Institute for Higher Education

From 2003 to 2009, she served for two consecutive terms as
president of the Tibetan Women’s Association, empowering
Tibetan women in exile by organizing women’s leadership
programs, educating the international community concerning the
situation of Tibetans, particularly the rights of Tibetan women, and
participating in political campaigns for the freedom of Tibet. A
dedicated educator, Dr. Tsering taught high school science at the
Tibetan Children’s Village for over 20 years, earned a Fulbright
scholarship in 1997, and obtained a doctorate in education from the
University of Virginia in 2001. She was a member of the Tibetan
Parliament-in-Exile in Dharamsala, India. Currently, she is working
as the principal of the Dalai Lama Institute for Higher Education,
Bangalore.

Tenzin Lekshay

Deputy Director, the Tibet Policy Institute

A recipient of Tibetan Scholarship Program from 2006 -2008 and
graduated in International Relations from New York University. He
studied MA Economics from Loyola College and BA Economics
from Madras Christian College. He initially worked in the
Department of Information and International Relations, Central
Tibetan Administration. In 2008, he served as the Coordinator of
the India-Tibet Coordination Office in Delhi. In 2011, he briefly
worked in the Kashag Secretariat in Dharamshala. In 2012, he
returned to Delhi and worked as the Media Coordinator at Bureau
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama in New Delhi. Over the years, he
had coordinated and organized national and international
conferences and programmes of Tibet Support Groups and
Interfaith. Currently, he is working as the Deputy Director of Tibet
Policy Institute.
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Thinley Chodon

Ms Thinley Chodon is a young aspiring scholar of the
‘Contemporary Tibetan writings of/on Exile in English’. She
graduated from Lady Shri Ram College in 2017 and then from Shiv
Nadar University in 2019 with her BA and MA degrees, respectively.
Currently working as a freelance editor for CACTUS and as an
English Professor at Sardar Patel Vidyalaya, New Delhi. Ms Thinley
is a PhD candidate at SOAS (School of Oriental and African
Studies, University of London) where her research sees its origins in
her MA thesis, sections of which will be presented at the
Conference. A writer, an academic and a pedagogue of literature,
Ms Thinley’s paper deals with the pangs of exile through a
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contemporary figure- Tenzin Tsundue, who wills himself to protest
with his pen.

Writing a New Tibet through Kora: Tenzin
Tsundue’s Contemporary Tibetan protest poetry in

the Anglophone
Exploring the Tibetan refugee experience through Tsundue’s exile

As an Indian of Tibetan origin, my diasporic location becomes my
link to those who write their protest. My distance becomes at once,
my source of authorial power and disempowerment. In this
relationship between the home and exile, the paper will draw on the
symbiosis of the Tibetan identity and its assertion through Tenzin
Tsundue’s (1975- present) exiled refugee status- a predicament that
Tsundue successfully uncovers and protests against.

The Tibetan identity today is reinforced through the voices in exile
and diaspora and draws its solidarity through a transnational status.
Framing exilic Tibetan writings on a global scale through the
English tongue asserts a sense of belonging to the world at large.
There are notable exiles and writers of the diaspora, who become
materially successful but experience a longing for that which is lost
even without firsthand experience, as in the case of Tsundue. While
poet-activist Tenzin Tsundue’s Kora excites my scholarly pursuit,
what it also alerts me to is the concept of memory and its
functionality in building the homeland that is lost. The memory of the
nation or the home that is not lived in, through the works of
Tsundue, primarily, and selected pieces from Bhuchung D Sonam’s
(1972- present) edited and translated work Burning the Sun’s Braids
raise pertinently provocative questions about the place of these
literary figures in and outside of the home that is identified as Tibet.
My pronouncement is that while living in settlements in the host
country, even amidst the material axd intangible garb of citizenship,
I have sensed a strong reassertion of the Tibetan ethnic identity.
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Alongside, what is more pressing is the need, rather, the will to Self-
consciousness, in knowing the particular patterns of national
historical events, which have led to this exile. In delving deep into
understanding a national identity and history different from those
who have not suffered the burden of ##-belonging, my ideas of exile
and the condition of the refugee have developed over the course of
my research- an idea I would like to put forth in the Conference.
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Tsewang Dorji

Ph.D ( submitted thesis on 10" December 2018) in International
Relations: areas of research studies are on Tibet factor in India-
China Relations, Sino-Indian border disputes, Rise of China and its
implications in South Asia, Geopolitical importance of Tibet, India’s
Tibet Policy — Perspective & Challenges and China’s grand strategy
and world order. Currently, doing research on the Himalaya Studies
at the Tibet Policy Institute, Dharamshala as a visiting fellow.

Taxation and Political Administration System in
Monyul during the Rule of Gadhen Phodrang
Government of Tibet: An Exploratory Study

Monyul was one of the Tibetan political administrative units under
the Tibetan government of Gadhen Phodrang. This research-paper
focuses on the system of taxation and political administration in
Monyul by using the method of exploratory research study. Tawang
Monastery was the central of its political administration. It also
exercised the collection of taxes in Monyul. Taxes were mostly
levied in food grains: barley in summer and millet in winter. Tibetan
authority collected taxes twice in a year. Also, there were different
ways of collecting taxes in terms of their localities and availability of
its productions. Therefore, this paper explores the system of
taxation in Monyul and how it mutually collected by the government
of Tibet before China's invasion of Tibet in 1950.

Keywords: Monyul, Gadhen Phodrang, Taxation, Political
Administration and China.
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The Current Status of the Tibetan Language in Tibet:
An Analysis

Since the 1950s, China has carried out systematic transformation in
the educational system in Tibet. This research paper is an attempt
to examine this transformation and its impacts on the new
generations of Tibetans in Tibet.

Respondents to this research on the status of education and
language in Tibet are recently escaped Tibetans to exile in India.
These interviews are used as the primary source of information for
this study. This paper aims to highlight the impact of education and
language policies of the Chinese Government in Tibet. With the
help of observational research, this study attempts to understand
the factors that shape China's education policy in Tibet.

Keywords: Tibet, Education, Language
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Tibetan nuns' resistance in the Tibetan freedom
struggle from 1987-1996

Resistance has been an integral part of the Tibetan struggle for
Independence since the Chinese invasion. It is one of the prominent
features of Tibetan assertions of their unique identity, civilisation,
cultural values, and their unparalleled historical significance. The
contributions of nuns to the resistance movement bear tantamount
significance. Their demand for independence relays the shared
aspirations of all Tibetans.

The history of nun’s resistance against the Chinese occupation of
Tibet can be traced back to Nyemo revolt in 1969, which saw an
unprecedented revolt against the Chinese occupation by a nun
during the Cultural Revolution. It is marked as the emblem of a nun
rebellion against the Chinese.

In the decade following the Cultural Revolution, the political climate
in Tibet was relatively relaxed. However, from 1987 to 1996, there
were a series of uprisings that swept across Tibet, staged mostly by
monks and nuns against coercive sinicization. However, the
uprisings from 1987-1996 are marked by the centrality of nuns to
the movement.
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This paper will focus on the role and participation of Tibetan nuns
in the Tibetan freedom struggle from 1987- 1996. It will further
examine their underlying aspirations and significance in the
resistance movement. And the Chinese’s repressive policies meted
out to them in retaliation. The paper will also examine the
experiences of Tibetan nuns and the multiple and intersecting forms
of oppression they have faced during the resistance movement.

Keywords:  Resistance, Oppression, Nuns, Independence,
Movement, Intersectionality
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Landscape Transition between 2000-2019 in Lhasa
city and Toelung Dechen fringes using GIS
(Geographical Information System) and Remote
Sensing Technique

Lhasa is the capital city and its one of the largest city in Tibet, due
to its Historical, Political and geographical importance, the city
receives thousands of pilgrims from across Tibet and millions of
tourists, primarily Chinese. The city has seen a massive expansion
in its size coupled with rapid population growth and infrastructure
development. Adjacent counties were also merged with the city in
recent years. With the help of GIS and Remote Sensing we can able
to measures the changes by using the method of change detection.
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This paper mainly focused on empirical research study. It also deals
with data analysis through satellite image, which has been
categorised into four main stakeholder of the study. These four
stakeholder are Agriculture land, Urban Built-up, Water bodies and
Open space. 1).Agriculture-The land which are used to cultivate.
2).Urban Built-up-The area covered by any kind Buildings and
roads. 3).Water bodies= the land which are covered by Lakes and
rivers. 4).Open space=the land which are used for recreational
purpose and area covered by shrubs. This study will analyse how
rapid urbanised Lhasa city and Toelung Dechen fringes.
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An Analysis on Dalai Lama's Environmental

Conservation Efforts

Natural disasters and environmental crisis in recent decades have
affected millions of people across the globe. The magnitude of the
crisis and its possible implications have pushed the world to take
strong and urgent measures, resulting in a massive environmental
conservation efforts in recent decades. Besides scientists and
environmentalists, many politicians, celebrities, religious leaders and
other influential individuals, have started active participation in the
global environmental conservation efforts. The Dalai Lama is one
such individual, whose 70 years of consistent environmental
conservation work has been one of the most remarkable by a global
figure. As soon as he was enthroned as the temporal leader of Tibet
on 17th November 1950, Dalai Lama took measures to protect
Tibet's natural environment and wild life, shifted himself to a
vegetarian diet, and supported vegetarian movement among exile
Tibetan community. He discouraged Tibetans from wearing animal
fur embroidered dresses; proposed 5-Point Peace Plan for Tibet to
protect its natural environment and called for a united global effort
to protect mother earth from further degradation at the Rio Earth
Summit in 1992. In his message to the world leaders at the COP21
Paris Climate Summits in 2015 and COP24 UN Climate Summit in
2018, he urged them to set political differences aside and tackle the
negative impact of climate change.

This paper will try to understand and examine Dalai Lama's seven
decades of environmental conservation efforts, the possible factors
that influenced his decisions and consistency of his environmental
work.

Keywords: Dalai Lama, Environmental crisis, Environmental
conservation.
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Eco-Conservation on the Tibetan Plateau: A Case
Study of Zachu Environmental Volunteer
Organization

Since the Central Chinese Government's programs and policies on
environmental protection don't reach remote areas of the Tibetan
plateau, local Tibetan engage in their own environmental protection
efforts. This study focuses on one local grassroots organization the
Zachu Environmental Volunteer Organization (ZEVO). The
Zachu, better known in the world as Mekong. The Zachu
Environmental Volunteer Organization is based in Zatoe, Zatoe is
in northeastern Tibet.
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The Zachu Environmental Volunteer Organization (ZEVO) is
initiated by LLama Drubga, a highly respected lama of Zatoe. He has
been successful in changing the local attitudes towards
environmental protection. The focus of all those involved in ZEVO
is to keep the source of Zachu pristine and clean. The local Tibetan
communities' engagement and participation in protecting the source
of Zachu River is not only for the local communities' own benefits
but for the benefits and survival of millions of people who live
downstream in South East Asia. The source of a Zachu river is
protected by local people picking garbage and litter, sometimes
risking their lives to pull garbage out of the river. During winter they
walk through heavy snow to pick up garbage and litter.

This study examines the space and role of an environmental non-
governmental organization in shaping and managing of ecology and
environment at the source of one of the Asia's mighty rivers.
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Yeshi Dawa

Mr. Yeshi Dawa, hailing from Tibet, is an alumnus of THF. He
pursued B.A & M.A in Political Science from BHU and MSU
(Baroda) in 2015 and 2017 respectively. He was elected as President
of Tibetan College Students' Research Commiittee in 2015. Later, he
was elected as President of RTYC Baroda in 2016. Subsequently, he
was appointed as On-Board member of Gujarat Students'
Parliament. In 2017, he joined as Academic Administrator at
Institute of Leadership & Governance, The MSU, Baroda. He was
also joint-coordinator of National Youth Conference, Gujarat in
2018. He is the first Tibetan to hold Global Youth Ambassadorship
in 2018. He received Gaden Phodrang Award in Humanity stream
in 2012, Young Contributor Award, Baroda in 2017 and Bharat
Leadership Award in 2018. He is currently pursuing his PhD in
Political Science from Amity University, Noida, Uttar Pradesh. His
area of interests includes Political Leadership, Communication
Skills, Political Theory, and Contemporary Indian Political System.
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CTA and Governance

This paper examines the structural and functional aspects of CTA
and her governance with help of political leadership at centre.
Despite limited space to excel, the CTA functions like any other
government in the world. What is the underlying principle that
makes CTA so special from other forms of refugees in the world?
What role does political leadership play in sustaining CT'A and her
governancer This paper doesn’t only focus on CTA and
Governance per se but also focuses on her impacts on followers.
Thus, this paper will focus on typology of followers given by
Barbara Kellerman in order to understand the CTA and her
governance’s effectiveness in reaching out to Tibetan followers
around the world. The methodology of this paper is purely based
on qualitative techniques where content analysis, literature review,
ethnography and interview schedule are incorporated.
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Does Tibetan narrative matters in the nationality

discourse in the PRC?

The first part of this presentation highlights the nationality/ethnic
policy in modern China. The second half highlights the lengthy
scholarly-debate in China over nationality policy since 2008. Such
open debate on the sensitive issue is unprecedented and in fact first
of its kind in the party-state history. The scholarly-debate largely
revolves around two set of ideologies. The group that hold the first
set of ideology discuss about reforming the existing nationality
policy derived from the USSR's nationality policy which was based
on Marxist-Lenin nationality doctrine. The second set of ideology is
an antithesis of the first and basically rejects the reformers'
proposals such as "second generation ethnic policies". In other
words, the group that hold the second set of ideology defend the
status quo and believe in occasional perfecting of the existing policy.
In the midst of these conflicting ideologies, this presentation looks
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into some aspects of Tibetan voices or narratives within Tibet that
has been left unaddressed for decades.
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A study on Chinese Cyber security and Online
Censorship Policy special reference to Tibet

The research paper mainly focus on quantitative use of Internet by
Tibetan diaspora segregated by genders, age and occupation. It
describe more with special reference to Chinese policy on Cyber
security and online censorship implementation. The fragility of the
information world we now live in demands strong cyber security
surveillance. The escalation of potent cyber threat, part of living in
the digital era, is understanding that our private information is more
vulnerable than ever before. Organizations transmit sensitive data
across networks and to other devices in the course of
communication. Cyber security describes the discipline dedicated to
protecting that information and the systems used to process ot store
it. As the volume and sophistication of cyber-attacks grow, Central
Tibetan Administration (CTA) and Tibetan NGO’s, especially those
are tasked with safeguarding information relating to their daily work,
need to take steps to protect their sensitive data and personnel
information. China has employed more range of cyber security,
internet surveillance, data mining and censorship measures to
control Internet Service Provider (ISP) and Internet Content
Provider (ICP). Regulation over internet access has grown more
comprehensive, specific and extensive with the Ministry of Public
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Security gaining the overall responsibility for internet supervision.
Chinese are using more shrewd ways of controlling opinion online.
The paper examines detail about the sophisticated Chinese online
censorship and cyber security policy.
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