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India-China Conflict in the Indo-Tibet Border: A Strategic Perspective

Tsewang Dorji

Research Fellow

Introduction

The India-China military stand-off at the Indo-Tibet border region from early May 2020 to late Janu-
ary 2021 is regarded as the longest and deadliest military confrontation since 1962. China’s military
aggressions across borders of India, Nepal and Bhutan created geopolitical instability in Tibet and
the South Asian region.

China is building a massive dual-use infrastructure developments across the Indo-Tibet border re-
gions for ensuring stability and securing the Chinese notion of national unity and development. In
2017, China released its plan for the “Construction of Villages of Moderate Prosperity in Border
Areas, 2017-2020.” The objective of this plan is guided by Xi Jinping’s governing strategy for Ti-
bet: “[To] govern the country well we must first govern the frontiers well, and to govern the frontiers
well we must first ensure the stability of Tibet.”

Since 2017, China has constructed more than 628 border defense villages in Tibet’s border regions
which share borders with India, Nepal and Bhutan. These newly-built border defense villages are
strategically designed to serve as border watch posts for Chinese military. And at the same time, it
assists Chinese border patrols for limiting cross-border Tibetan migrations.

This paper is mainly focused on the background of India-China conflicts over the Indo-Tibet border
from a strategic point of view.

India-China Conflict over the Indo-Tibet Border in the Himalaya

India and China became two largest neighboring countries in Asia after China’s invasion of Tibet
in 1950. Soon after the complete invasion of Tibet, China started cartographic aggression towards
India and the Himalayan regions. The disappearance of Tibet as a strategic buffer between India and
China triggered geo-strategic tensions in the Himalaya and South Asia.

China’s military aggressions in India, Bhutan and Nepal are strategically designed by the Chinese
communist leaders’ perception that Tibet is the palm (of a hand) and the Himalayan regions are the
five-fingers. China considers Tibet as the palm and Ladakh, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal
Pradesh as the five-fingers. This expansionist strategic design (plan) is perceived by the Chinese
strategists to its claim over Tibet and its neighboring countries.

In the early 20th century, British India adopted its forward policy towards Tibet to expand her mar-
ket options, and at the same time, the British desired to establish Tibet as a strategic buffer against
the Czarist Russia and China. The British successfully attempted to make Tibet a buffer state be-
tween Russia, China and British India in 1903.
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Subsequently, Chinese nationalists viewed the British invasion of Tibet as a security threat to China
in its own backyard. Then, the British left India in 1947. The Communist Party of China meanwhile
established the People’s Republic of China (PRC) on October 1, 1949, and soon after, China invad-
ed Tibet. Subsequently, centuries old a strategic buffer between India and China disappeared. After
China’s occupation of Tibet, the first ever Sino-Indian military face-off was seen at the world’s
highest border point — the Himalayas in 1950s.

Since then, thousands of Chinese military incursions have taken place across the Indian Himalayan
borders. By invading Tibet, China asserted Tibet as a treasure in its strategic assets to speed up its
expansionist policies towards the Himalaya and South Asia. In addition, China’s militarization of
the Tibetan plateau creates security tensions in Asia.

China sees Tibet as a strategic passage to extend China’s geopolitical ambitions in South Asia. Mao
Zedong, the founding father of the PRC, and a firm believer of Sun Tzu’s strategic doctrine — “the
Art of War”, strategized Tibet as the palm of China to expand its sphere of influence in South Asia.
Mao Zedong invaded and occupied Tibet in order to bring the “five-fingers” of the Himalayan re-
gions under Chinese sphere of influence.

Today, India shares its 3,488 km borders with Chinese occupied Tibet. Despite having 22 rounds
of border talks between Special Representatives of India and China for resolving border conflicts,
India-China dispute over the Indo-Tibet border has still remained unsettled.

Neville Maxwell, the author of India’s China War, illustrated the nature of the Sino-Indian conflicts
in these words: “The border dispute between India and China stands exactly where it did when it
first emerged half a century ago. There have been no negotiations, just numerous rounds of ‘fruitless

99 1

talks.” Each side maintains claims of large tracts of the other’s territory”.

Conclusion

Around six decades earlier, George Ginsburgs and Michael Mathos aptly summed up the geostrategic
importance of Tibet in the following words: “He who holds Tibet dominates the Himalaya piedmont;
he who dominates the Himalaya piedmont threatens the Indian subcontinent; and he who threatens
the Indian subcontinent may well have all of South Asia within his reach and, with it, all of Asia.””

By examining current Chinese strategic calculation and military preparedness in Tibet and the Hi-
malaya, China attempts to hold a strategic advantage in Asia by building border defense villages in
Tibet. Beijing has constructed 628 border defense villages in Tibet’s border regions for the last five
years. It helps China to reaffirms its claims on the disputed territories along the Indo-Tibet border
regions. Therefore, Chinese constructions of border defense villages are strategically designed as a
new great game, which pose a geopolitical ramification towards India, Nepal and Bhutan.

(Endnotes)

I Neville Maxwell, “Why the Sino-Indian Border Dispute is Still Unresolved after 50 Years: A Recapitulation”, China
Report-47 (2), 71.
2 George Ginsburgs and Michael Mathos, Communist China and Tibet: The First Dozen Year (Netherlands: Springer-Science
+ Business Media Dordrecht, 1964), 210.
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Overview of Chinese Digital Eco System

Tenzin Dalha

Research Fellow

In the age of rapid technological advancement, as the news outlets in China increasingly go digital,
and as television goes mobile, the digital ecosystem has become one of the major concerns to the
Chinese leadership and its rule. As part of its political propaganda, Beijing has been setting different
communication strategies to control the outflow of news by instrumentalizing and implementing
stringent laws to dominate international cyberspace. Through the implementation of three recent
laws — the Cybersecurity Law, Data Security Law (DSL), and Personal Information Protection Law
(PIPL) — China has taken a range of measures that restrict cross-border data flows and enforce data
localization.

The Chinese cybersecurity law was enacted by the Standing Committee of the National People’s
Congress on November 7, 2013, and it came into effect on June 1, 2017. The law is widely seen to be
in line with the 12th Five-Year Plan (2011-2015) which aims to promote domestic industries such
as cloud computing and big data processing. The 14th Five-Year Plan aims to centralize and control
China through a digital ecosystem. As outlined in the 14th FYP:

We will welcome the digital age, activate the potential of data factors of production, promote the
construction of a cyber powerhouse, accelerate the construction of the digital economy, digital
society, and digital government, and leverage digital transformations to drive overall changes in
production methods, lifestyle, and governance.

The legislation passed by China’s largely rubber-stamp parliament accelerates the damage it could
do to global trade and services. The law requires companies to store all data within China and it also
includes contentious requirements to pass the security review, within China’s stated goal to achieve
“cyber sovereignty.” The idea is that the state should be permitted to govern, monitor, and control
data flow in their digital ecosystem.

The law forces the foreign companies operating within China to either invest in domestic server
infrastructure following the law or partner with service providers such as Tencent, or Alibaba, thus
saving capital expenditure costs for the foreign companies. The law is seen as a boon to domestic
companies and has been criticized by the international community as creating unfair competition
against international technology companies such as Microsoft and Google.

Since the law came into practice, many foreign technology companies have already complied with
the law. Apple has established a data center for Chinese users in a contractual arrangement with
the state-owned firm in Guizhou with $1 Billion in partnership. The Company has close ties to the
Chinese government and transferred the operation and source of iCloud data to China.

In July 2017, Apple pulled out 60 VPN services from its AppStore in China. Meanwhile, online
services, such as Skype refused to store their data locally and were thereby delisted from China’s
domestic app stores. Since, China is home to Apple’s manufacturing services, Apple and other com-
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panies who are investing in China need to place human rights over profit-making.

The requirement for data localization in article 37 of the Cyber Security Law is also seen as a move
by Beijing to instrumentalize Chinese laws to prosecute entities and individuals who are viewed by
the Chinese government as in violation of its laws. Critics have concluded that the law exemplifies
the practice of digital totalitarianism by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP).

Xi Jinping’s Web of Laws

Since President Xi Jinping took the reign of China in 2013, he was instrumental in creating mass
surveillance in cyberspace by cracking down on online activities which are deemed to be politically
sensitive. Xi would also upend and reform the Chinese internet governance to gain greater control
over cyberspace than his predecessors. He also oversaw the creation and expansion of the Great
Firewall.

Hence it is not a surprise when President Xi Jinping himself emphasized the link between the two
concepts: “Without cybersecurity, there is no national security.” With the rising power of the Cyber-
space Administration of China (CAC), the country’s internet regulator, China has strictly extended
its iron grip and tightened control over the flow of information.

The Data Security Law (DSL)

On August 20, 2021, the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) passed the Personal Information Protection Law (PIPL), which came into
effect on November 1, 2021. This Law curbs what information companies can gather and sets the
standard for how it must be stored. It triggered concerns among foreign business companies and
civil societies.

Before the implementation of the Data Security Law, there are more than 56 million LinkedIn
members in China, which makes it lucrative and the third-biggest market after the United States and
India. Because of the DSL, the company felt “a considerably more difficult operating environment
and higher regulatory requirement.” Following this, the tech giant LinkedIn decided to withdraw
despite China’s lucrative market.

Yahoo, one of the foremost search engines entered the Chinese market in the year 1998. It was a
roller coaster ride for them to operate in China. On 15 Feb 2006, Yahoo, Microsoft, Cisco, and
Google were criticized in the US Congressional hearing for yielding to pressure from China for cen-
soring their content. On 7 September 2005, Yahoo is charged with supplying sensitive information
to the Chinese authorities which led to the jailing of journalist Shi Tao. The recent timing of Yahoo
pulling out from China, coincided with the implementation of China’s new data protection law on
1 Nov 2021, marking an important milestone in China’s effort to create stricter guidelines on the
Chinese digital ecosystem.

The new law intrudes upon individuals’ rights to freedom of expression, opinion, privacy, and access
to information. It also forces individuals’ to self-censor and restricts sharing images or videos that
are perceived by the Chinese authorities as politically subversive. The law too limits the conditions
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where companies can gather personal information and set rules for how it is being used. DSL also
stipulates that the companies operating in the country must hand over their data if requested. For
instance, one of the largest companies, Alibaba was fined a record of $2.8 billion after an anti-mo-
nopoly probe found that it has abused its market dominance. Other than heavy fines, the laws have
also raised concerns among both foreign and domestic companies that they would have to hand over
intellectual property rights or open a backdoor channel to operate in China’s market. The law is
widely criticized for limiting freedom of speech. For example, the law explicitly requires most online
services operating in China to collect and verify the identity of their users, and, when required to,
surrender such information to law enforcement without a warrant. For instance, article 33 states that:

When institutions engaged in data transaction intermediary services provide services, they shall re-
quire the party providing the data to explain the source of the data, examine and verify the identities
of both parties to the transactions, and retain verification and transaction records.

Digital activists have argued that this policy dissuades people from freely expressing their thoughts
online, thus it further stifles free expression and reduces them to a sitting duck.

Passang (name changed) who spoke on the condition of anonymity, has recently arrived from Tibet.
He expressed his fear and said: “I was more afraid that these data security laws will also be practiced
extensively in Tibet. Under the authority of the newly-appointed party secretary of the so-called Ti-
bet Autonomous Region, Wang Zunzheng, the Chinese authorities frequently advise Tibetans not to
engage in any anti-social activities including contacting their family members and acquaintances out-
side Tibet. I have personally witnessed many Tibetans detained under vague and fictitious charges
such as ‘leaking state secrets’ and ‘inciting separatism.’ Tibetans are jailed and interrogated with no
apparent evidence of any wrongdoing.”

Tibetans are subjected to arbitrary arrests, detention, and torture for exercising their rights to free-
dom of expression in cyberspace. Since the law applies to data handling activities in China as well
as those outside China, which will result in more scrutiny of data protection and direct suppression
of freedom of expression and rights to privacy.

Digital Totalitarianism: How does CSL directly impact Tibet?

China’s intensive use of high-tech surveillance, including artificial intelligence (AI) and espionage
method has further stifled the voices of the Tibetan people, leading to self-censorship. Under Xi’s au-
thoritarian rule, through the manipulation of a series of new laws, Beijing continues to subdue freedom
of expression and infringe directly upon individuals’ privacy and daily lives.

A senior Tibetan journalist, who wants to remain anonymous said: “The implementation of cyber se-
curity law makes it difficult for gathering any information from Tibet, especially getting information
from the capital of Tibet, Lhasa. This has become almost impossible. The Chinese police consider
monks to be troublemakers. Monasteries are kept under strict vigilance, the Tibetan monks are forced
to install surreptitious monitoring apps on their smartphones. The dubious logic given by the authori-
ties was that the app is meant to alert in case of accidental fire. But in reality, it is intended to monitor
their daily conversations. He further explained that “we need to find different avenues to pass the
messages of the Tibetan people from Tibet to tell the world about the increasing suppression under the
Chinese regime.”
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Many Tibetans are arrested knowingly or unknowingly. In March 2018, Woechung Gyatso, a Tibetan
Monk was arrested and severely interrogated, and detained in Qinghai on suspicion of sharing politi-
cally sensitive content on social media and is being held at an undisclosed location.

In a recent notice, the Chinese authorities in the “Tibet Autonomous Region” announced criminal
prosecutions against individuals who use online communication as a tool to engage in activities against
the Chinese Communist regime. The general public is ordered to report any rumours circulating on
social media and those who are involved in spreading them. On 18 January 2021, a Tibetan named
Tse was arrested for spreading rumors on the WeChat group about Coronavirus. Another notice on
24 November, 2020 was also publicly posted about a week ago, which said that the authorities would
“strike hard” against offenders as “per law.”

Sharing the photographs, teachings, and talks of the Dalai Lama is viewed by Chinese authorities as
illegal and this has resulted in Tibetans being arrested in Tibet. For instance, the Chinese authorities
have arrested several Tibetans from Karze (Tibet) for celebrating the 86th birthday of the Dalai Lama.

Through their extensive propaganda machinery, China claims that Tibetans enjoy the freedom of ex-
pression and freedom of religious belief in Tibet. The Chinese government has steadfastly maintained
a complete crackdown on any expression of reverence to the Dalai Lama, and even the possession of
his picture is criminalized.

On December 2021, China released a new regulation titled “Measures for the Administration of Inter-
net Religious Information Services.” This regulation further banned all foreign organisations and indi-
viduals from spreading religious content online in China. Article 14 of the new regulations states that
“Use of religion to incite subversion of state sovereignty to oppose the leadership of the Communist
Party, to undermine the Socialist System, national and ethnic unity, and social stability or to advocate
extremism, terrorism ethnic separatism, and religious fanaticism.” Even before the release of the new
regulation the destruction of 99-foot Buddha status has started on 12 December, 2021.

Recently, a Chinese court in Tibet sentenced writer and educator Go Sherab Gyatso to a 10-year prison
sentence. He was known for his outspoken advocacy and activism toward the protection and preserva-
tion of Tibet’s environment, religion, language, and culture.

To fulfil his dream of retaining power, Xi has been instrumentalizing laws in the pursuit of digital
totalitarianism and has been implementing a series of sophisticated strategies to further control the
already suppressed society. By doing this, general secretary Xi Jinping is destroying the dreams of
common Chinese people and it will also further tarnish China’s nosediving image exacerbated by
pandemic. To achieve a truly healthy “Digital ecosystem,” Chinese leaders may review the CSL and
related laws, and implement a stand-alone data protection law that adequately safeguards people’s
rights and also give a space to breathe for foreign and domestic companies. China also needs to recon-
sider policies related to data localization, not just to enhance the security of the internet and preserve
human rights, but also to ensure society’s overall mental health and progress in the long run. Because
to fulfil China’s dream, China may first need to fulfil the common Chinese peoples’ dreams and also
the dreams of Tibetans, Uyghurs, and Southern Mongolian people.
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China drives to increase its mining industry in Tibet

Dhondup Wangmo

Research Fellow

Before China invaded Tibet, natural minerals resources were found abundantly in Tibet, and Tibet-
ans were engaged in small-scale mining which was never meant for overexploitation and economic
benefits. Minerals resources like copper, lithium, and gold have now been one of the main sources of
China’s rapid economic development. In Tibetan cultural belief, mountains were the places where
deities reside and are hence known for their sanctity.

With China’s invasion of Tibet in 1949, mineral resources in Tibet especially rare earth metals
have severely overexploited for the country’s economic growth and neglected the precautionary
measures in conserving the fragile ecosystem. Tibetan Plateau which stands at 4,500 meters above
sea level and refers to as the “Roof of the world” has become more vulnerable than ever to environ-
mental change.

Tibetan nomads who always practiced co-existence with nature, and a pristine ecology have now be-
come a strategic resource reserve for China’s economic development. Currently, the proven copper
reserves in Tibet account for more than half of China’s copper reserves making Tibet, an important
strategic reserve base for copper resources in China.

The large-scale copper deposits of China are concentrated in the southern part of the Tibetan plateau
such as the Gyama copper polymetallic deposit, Yulong Copper mine, and now Qulong copper poly-
metallic mine is a new reserve base for China. At the same time, the initiation of the Gormo-Lhasa
railroad in Tibet has extensively reduced the cost of transportation and import dependency from
other countries.

On 7th June 2020, Zijin mining announced to acquire of 50.1% equity interest in Tibet Julong Cop-
per which is the largest porphyry copper project in China, and on 26, December Zijin Mining Group
Co., Ltd announced:

“The completion of construction and commencement of phase I production of Julong Copper in
Tibet. It has reserves of the copper metal volume of 10.72 million tonnes and an associated molyb-
denum metal volume of 570 thousand tonnes.”

Not only that, but the company also plans to implement the second and third phases and is expect-
ed to achieve an annual ore mining scale of about 200 million tons, the largest copper mine in the
world if the relevant government will approve.

Zijin Mining Group Co., Ltd is a multinational mining group principally engaged in exploring and
mining gold, copper, and other mineral resources. Julong mines own the three mining rights: Qulong
Copper and Polymetallic mine, the Rongmucuola Copper and Polymetallic mine, and the Zhibula
Copper mine in Tibet. The Qulong Polymetallic and Copper mine and other two deposits are located
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in the Meldrogongkar, Lhasa, Tibet.

Accoridng to the basic information of the project released by the company, the Qulong Copper and
Polymetallic Mine and the Rongmucuola Copper and Polymetallic are a complete porphyry-type
copper deposit while the zhibula Copper and Polymetallic Mine is a skarn copper deposit. According
to field resources reserve volume reports, the three mines have 7.9576 million tonnes of copper metal
volume aggregately and 370.6 thousand tonnes of associated molybdenum metala volume in total.

(29° 40' 04" N, 091° 35' 50" E)  Options

This map shows the location of the Qulong Copper and Polymetallic mine — USGS Earth Explorer

In the name of a major policy implemented by the Chinese government, nomads’ relocation was
and is forcefully practiced without the concern of Tibetan nomads to be prioritized. The company
had mentioned that the exploration areas are mainly Tibetans engaging in agriculture and livestock
industry. All the farmers and herdsmen in the mining areas (the Qulong Mine, the Zhibula mine, the
Rongmucuola mine and tailings storage) have been relocated to the locality of the government of
Gyama village, the report suggests. But the company also claims to provide food and subsidies to
farmers and their families. However, Tibetans were constantly overlooked once a mining operation
and exploration process finished. Besides that, since the area that contains the mineral deposit is
owned by Tibetans, environmental justice should be served to Tibetans.

I. The Company reported

The residents in the exploration are mainly Tibetans engaging in the agriculture and livestock in-
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dustry. All the farmers and herders in the mining areas (Qulong mine, the Zhibula mine, the Rong-
mucuola mine, and tailings storage) have been relocated to the locality of the government of Gyama
Village

Provides farmland and food subsidies and pasture subsidies for farmers and herdsmen, subsidies to
the families of farmers and herdsmen with living and production subsidies and fuel fees pays new
rural social pension insurance and cooperative medical insurance for farmer and herdsmen

Julong currently employs 1360 workers 61% which are Tibetans. The project will offer more than
5000 jobs after it restarted production

Tibetans have no right to protect against the ecocide on Tibetan Plateau. On the contrary, Tibetan
environmentalists who spoke about it and further intended to stop China from causing environmen-
tal damages were directly imprisoned. There are many Tibetans who were imprisoned for raising
their voices in safeguarding Tibet’s environment. According the environmental researcher, “Tibet-
ans almost always are fearful of speaking plainly about mining, knowing that beatings, long prison
sentences, and torture are commonly official responses to speaking frankly from experience. “

Furthermore, this mining location is on the south bank of the Lhasa River, the tributary of the Yar-
lung Tsangpo (Brahmaputra)River. The Yarlung Tsangpo is one of the main rivers flowing out of
Tibet into different downstream nations. Even the 110kV high-voltage double-circuit transmission
lines have been connected to the mining area, providing security of electricity supply for mining
development. Rivers flowing from the Tibetan Plateau are pure and uncontaminated before the
Chinese invasion. However, rampant industrial mining operated in Tibet has unfortunately contam-
inated and reduced water quality.

In 2020, China Western Mining announced the production of the Phase Il Yulong Copper mine
in Chamdo prefecture of Tibet. Yulong copper mine is the largest copper mine in China and the
second-largest in Asia. According to Statista, China is the third-largest producer of copper with
1.7 million metric tons from mines in 2020 increasing from 1.6 million metric tons in 2019. The
Chinese government is spreading the extreme mining industry in Tibet and it will be more intense
shortly. Unregulated mining and poor environmental impact assessment measures will be hugely
problematic to Tibet’s environment.

Gabriel Lafitte in his book, Spoiling Tibet, he writes that instead of making Tibetan wealthy and in-
volving them in a new mineral economy, the grand narrative of “development” by China had alien-
ated the Tibetans by rampant, indiscriminate, gold rush mining of streambeds all over Tibet and it
further intends to continue. Chinese government claims of the increasing mining industry to develop
the living standard of Tibetans is causing a more social and environmental impact on the ground.

Conclusion

Copper is usually found in the earth’s crust with other chemicals like Sulfur. With a long and heavy
process, refined copper will be purified. However, there is a high risk of water contamination and air
pollution during this long process. Despite environmental destruction, mining in Tibet has become an
important process for wealth-generating for China. China forcefully practices mining activities in Tibet
without prioritizing the rights and concerns of the local Tibetans. The UN Climate Change Conference
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COP26 in Glasgow highlighted the important role of indigenous communities’ knowledge in sustaining
the environment. Since Tibetan nomads have a substantial understanding of sustaining fragile ecology,
they need to be involved in ecosystem management planning along with the Chinese government before
proceeding with mining and other environmental activities.

I1. China’s dominance over the BEVs and Tibet’s Environment

Tibetan salt lake is rich in minerals resources, Tsaidam Basin alone contains 33 salt lakes. Tibetans
were predominantly nomads, herders, and farmers. Mining was never a permanent occupation for
Tibetans and exploitation of minerals as digging the underground soil was usually unfollowed due
to their religious belief in sacred landscape. In Tibetan cultural belief, lakes and mountains were al-
ways considered sacred and protected. However, the Chinese invasion of Tibet in the name of devel-
opment has unusually expanded the mining industry and has adversely deteriorated Tibet’s ecology.

The salt lakes of Tibet are the primary source of Lithium derivation in China. Minerals exploitation
has not only threatened Tibet’s ecology but culturally and traditionally as well. At present, Tibet’s
environment is at a higher risk of destruction due to large-scale exploitation of minerals, including
Lithium, extensively used in manufacturing Li-ion batteries in the global energy transition.

According to Tianqi Lithium, 1H 2021 result, announcement made on Aug 8, 2021, says that Ti-
betan mineral Development Co., Ltd is planning to implement a battery-grade Lithium carbonate
Li2CO3 project with an annual output of 12,000 tons of Li2CO3 to be operated in 2023 from Chaka
salt lake (Ch: Zabuye), in Tibet. Not only that, China’s CCTV has recently announced the discovery
of a super-large lithium mine in the Himalayas. According to Global Times, the Chinese research
team finds vast lithium deposits in the Qiongjiagang region of Mount Chomolungma (Ch: Qomol-
angma). As reported, it can become the first pegmatite lithium deposit with industrial value and the
third biggest of lithium in China with a capacity of 1.01 tons. Even though the mining area is at the
pre-investigation stage, glaciologist Mauri Pelto a professor at Nichols College in Massachusetts,
U.S., who monitors glaciers around the world using satellite imagery, said mining the newly found
lithium deposits would be an energy-intensive and water-intensive operation. Extensive mining in
the region might create freshwater stresses.

Is the choosing of EVs to reach net zero-emission environmentally sustainable? For one ton of Lith-
ium, nearly 500,000 gallons of water are used.

As Gabriel Laffite had written in his book, Spoiling Tibet, on one hand, China had banned grazing
to restore the grassland and, on another hand, they are intently influencing the exploitation of min-
erals in Tibet which has an irreversible impact on the ecology, wildlife, and society. There is a clear
contradiction, that the government’s interest in the environment relies upon the benefits they earn.
Otherwise, they don’t worry even if the environment gets deteriorated. He also stated, that if ever
there is a land cursed by its resource wealth, it is Tibet.

Chaka (Ch: Zabuye) Salt Lake is located in the Shigatse Prefecture of Tibet Autonomous Region at
an elevation of 4421 m above sea level. The (Ch: Chaka) Zabuye Salt Lake on the Tibetan plateau is
the world’s third-biggest lithium Salt Lake and China’s biggest lithium mine with proven reserves
of 1.8 million tons. The lake brine is hydrochemical unique, forming a comparatively complex and
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special mineral assemblage characterized by alkaline minerals rich in lithium, boron, potassium, and
sodium carbonate. The lithium grade of this Salt Lake is among the second rank in the world and the
second-largest to Atacama Salt Lake in Chile.

Tibet Mineral Development Co. on August 26, 2021, announced that it will invest 2 billion yuan
($309.1 million) to develop the Zhabuye salt lake in Tibet and the project is expected to be up and
running in 2023.

China not only sells EVs in its country, but Chinese electric vehicle (EV) battery giant, Contem-
porary Amperex Technology Co (CATL) also signed Li-battery supply to an American EV maker
Tesla and many more like BMW, Volkswagen, and Geely. It will not be long that, Tibet’s Lithium,
chromium, copper, gold, and other minerals will further be used in supplying the world with Cars,
computers, and smartphones by international brands such as Ford, Volvo, Acer, Asustek, Dell, Ap-
ple, Lenovo, Foxconn, and many more.

Even the social media marketing (SMM) news provides a similar fact of Tibet being the main source
of China’s lithium battery production as mentioned. The lithium resources of salt lakes in China are
mainly distributed in the salt lakes of the Tibetan Plateau, and the brine types are mainly carbonate
type and sulfate type. The carbonate lithium resources are mainly concentrated in Zabuye Salt Lake
in the west of Tibet and Bango-Dujiali Salt Lake in the east. The sulfate lithium resources are mainly
distributed in the Chaidamu Basin and the north of Tibet.

According to data from the China Geological Survey, the lithium resources in China mainly come
from salt-lake brine and hard rock ore. The sources also mentioned salt lakes are mainly distributed
in Northwest China’s Qinghai Province, Southwest China’s Tibet Autonomous Region, and Central
China’s Hubei, accounting for about 81.6 percent of the lithium reserves in China.

EV industry insider surnamed Zhang told the Global Times, the global lithium demand will double
from the current 500,000 tons to 1-1.3 million tons by 2025. Considering the expanding EV market,
domestic lithium production is struggling to meet the demand and Chinese enterprises are develop-
ing relevant technologies and are investing in exploration of salt lakes. Zhang also explained the two
main challenges in the exploration of the salt lake which involved the fragile ecology of Tibet as a
hindrance to building infrastructure.

Technology Roadmap 2.0 under the China Society of Automotive Engineers (China SAE) further
emphasizes the battery-electric drive development strategy: by 2035, the market share of new ener-
gy vehicles will exceed 50%, the car parc of fuel cell vehicles will reach about 1 million, energy-ef-
ficient vehicles will be fully hybrid, and the automotive industry will achieve electrified transfor-
mation and China’s 14th five-year plan are strengthening to breakthroughs in key technologies such
as high-safety power batteries, high-efficiency drive motors, and high-performance power systems
for new energy vehicles and accelerating the R&D of key components such as the basic technology
platforms for intelligent (connected) vehicles, software and hardware systems, steer-by-wire chas-
sis, and smart terminals.

Hence, we can conclude that China is enhancing the BEVs and in near future, the demand and sales
will rise immensely. While, in China, 78% of identified Li resources (4.5 million tons) are brine
resources and 86.8% of Li brine resources occur in the salt lakes on the Tibetan Plateau. Under such
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development in BEVs production in China, lithium brine from Tibetan Salt Lake will not satisty
the need therefore spodumene will be alternated, which has a larger environmental impact. Tibet’s
Salt Lake has now become greatly beneficial as well as a major asset to China. At the same time,
increasing demand value will stimulate further exploitation of Lithium in Tibet.

Conclusion

China’s mining in Tibet for years has indeed caused chaos and social turmoil in Tibet. Moreover,
the producer of BEVs should equally address the supply chain of Li minerals extraction and its
consequences on the Tibetan Plateau. From small portable cell phones to laptops including other
electronic gadgets, Li batteries are the key material that is a pre-requisite worldwide. In the name
of the green energy transition, China has claimed to overrule the Battery Electic Vehicles BEVs, as
an alternate solution against carbon emission but the question is, are these truly green? Do any con-
sumer who consumes BEVs and any other devices know from where the raw material is digging?
Is there a clear-cut notion among the national and international users about the environmental and
social implications of the production of Li inside Tibet? Because this will protect Tibet from envi-
ronmental damage.
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What Pentagon and Taiwan Defense Reports have to Say About Rising China in
Asia and the World

Tenzin Tsultrim

Research Fellow

For the past few years, the security environment in Asia has been covered by clouds of distrust and
suspicion. From the Doklam stand-off to the Galwan Valley clash, China has frequently broken the
promises and the trusts of India.

The Pentagon report of 2021 too, confirms China’s two faces toward India. The report says that
“...Despite the ongoing diplomatic and military dialogues to reduce border tensions, the PRC has
continued taking incremental and tactical actions to press its claims at the LAC...” This has been a
long Chinese Communist Party’s territorial strategy for future claims and control. For instance, in
1995, despite numerous diplomatic engagements with the Philippines, China continued to upgrade
its physical presence on the Mischief Reef.

The report further added that “Sometime in 2020, the PRC built a large 100-home civilian village in-
side disputed territory between the PRC’s Tibet Autonomous Region and India’s Arunachal Pradesh
state in the eastern sector of the LAC.” In an insightful paper written by Ron E. Hassner, ‘The Path
to Intractability: Time and the Entrenchment of Territorial Disputes’, the author argues that the con-
struction of material links (for example, roads) and symbolic links (such as temples and churches)
in the disputed territory would further integrate the disputed territory in question with the occupying
state. For instance, in the case of Golan Heights, to support the handful of settlers and improve the
mobility of its military forces, the government initiated an extension of Israel’s road and water in-
frastructure into the Golan. Israel’s bus lines started serving Golan residents in 1968. All the above
activities further strengthened the ties between the disputed territory and the occupying state. Hence,
it is more difficult to compromise in the future, because the disputed territory in question has been
symbolically as well as materially linked to the occupying state. In other words, the construction of
infrastructure always carries political significance. In the context of border governance, it carries
the imposition of the state’s territoriality—as both the marker of sovereign space and as biopolitical
intervention. In short, by the alleged construction of a large 100-home civilian village inside the
disputed territory, China has already started the process of entrenchment.

Taiwan National Defense Report on China

Around a few weeks before, Taiwan’s Ministry of National Defense also released its annual “ROC
National Defense Report 2021.” For the first time, to boost communications between Taiwan and
other foreign countries amid the rising military threats from China, the report was released in Chi-
nese and English language simultaneously.

The first chapter on the security environment says that “The strategic competition between the U.S.
and the PRC is impacting the geopolitical and security situations in the Indo-Pacific region. On the
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one hand, the U.S. continues pushing for cooperation with regional allies and partners...In addition,
mounting non-conventional threats coupling with more pervasive cross-regional and composite im-
pacts require all countries in the region to join hands and react.”

It alludes to the strengthening relationship between the U.S. and India and the need for the Asian
countries to join hands against the rising aggression of China. Because, China is involved in a series
of serious disputes with countries in these regions: the South China Sea, East China Sea, and In-
dia-Tibet border. On the India-China relationship, the report gloomily reads: ... The territorial dis-
pute between them is unlikely to be resolved anytime soon.” The first chapter also touches upon the
People’s Republic of China’s expansion of geopolitical influences through its comprehensive nation-
al power and employment of economic clout and gray zone tactics to change the international order.

Both the US and Taiwan are wary of China’s “assertive role in global affairs” and its “attempt to
change the international order.” In short, both the US and Taiwan recognize the increasing challeng-
es posed by China to a stable and open international system.

Why Does Tibet Still Matter?

The infrastructure development in Tibet has been one of the topmost priorities for
China. In Tibet 2020: A Year in Review, published by the Tibet Policy Institute, Dharam-
shala, the book reads:

The 14th Five-Year-Plan shows China’s interests in expanding connectivity between Tibet and East
Turkestan (Xinjiang) with railway lines in addition to highways links. It is mentioned in its current
FYP that China will ‘strengthen the construction of strategic backbone corridors out of Xinjiang
and into Tibet’ which includes the upgradation and extension of the G219 (Xinjiang-Tibet) and
G331 (Dadong to Altay) national highways as well as the G318 Sichuan-Tibet Highways. Interest-
ingly, all these strategic highways run parallel to one another along Tibet’s border with India.

Because, in the past too, after the invasion and entrenching in Tibet, CCP started building and
strengthening its road networks, connecting all border regions of Tibet, including borders shared by
Tibet with India. The construction of the East Turkestan (Ch: Xinjiang)-Tibet highway which was
completed in 1957 passes through the Indian territory of Aksai Chin.

In the recent Times Now Summit, chief of defense staff General Bipin Rawat said that “China is the
biggest security threat facing India...” He further added that “A lack of ‘trust’ and growing ‘suspi-
cion’ is coming in the way of resolving border disputes between the two nuclear-armed neighbors.”

Hence, in the future whatever happens inside Tibet may matter for the Indian security environment
and that of Asia as well.
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National Park: What Is Happening On The Ground In The Name of Environmental
Protection?

Dechen Palmo
Research Fellow

The establishment of a national park system is a major strategic decision made by the Party Central
Committee with Xi Jinping at its core. China has recently adopted ecological civilization (eco-civili-
zation) as a new national strategy for sustainable development. Understanding how the new strategy
differs from previous national sustainability strategies is critical to evaluating how China’s eco-civ-
ilization can affect Tibet and its environment.

The two important documents of the central government on national parks: One is the “Overall Plan
for Establishing a National Park System” issued by the General Office of the CPC Central Com-
mittee and the General Office of the State Council in September 2017, and the other is “About the
Establishment of National Parks” issued by the General Office of the CPC Central Committee and
the General Office of the State Council in June 2019.

Even in the Chinese white paper on climate change response released on October 28, 2021, ti-
tled “Responding to Climate Change: China’s Policies and Actions”, China has carried out climate
adaption and ecological restoration efforts to improve the overall ability to adapt to climate change,
especially on ecologically fragile areas of the Tibetan Plateau.'

Master Plan for Sanjiangyuan Pilot National Park ;2
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Sanjiangyuan (the source of the three rivers Yangtze, Yellow, and the Mekong)
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The Tibetan Plateau is considered one of the world’s most vulnerable areas to climate change. The
source of rivers has been drying up and grasslands are degrading due to global warming.0 However,
the Chinese government has blamed the ecological degradation of the Sanjiangyuan on the over-
grazing of livestock and the population growth.? Hence, on the pretext of restoring and protecting
the ecological environment of the Sanjiangyuan, the Chinese government established the world’s
second-largest new nature reserve known as Sanjiangyuan National Nature Reserve in 2003 and
forcefully resettled local herders from their land. According to the state media, almost 100,000 Ti-
betans have been resettled since 2005.°

During the UN Biodiversity Conference (COP15) in October 2021, President Xi Jinping announced
that China has officially established the first batch of five national parks Sanjiangyuan National
Park, Giant Panda National Park, Siberian tigers and leopards National Park, Hainan tropical rain-
forest National Park, Wuyishan National Park etc.

This new initiative of national parks in China comes directly from President Xi Jinping’s leadership
as a part of China’s “eco-civilization” and “beautiful China”. President Xi has called for a complete
national park system in China by 2030. During the conference, China unveiled a plan to expand the
national parks network countrywide. “We will establish a dynamic and open mechanism and guide
all regions across the country to promote the establishment of national parks,”said Tang Xiaoping,
head of China’s research institute for national parks.

Geographer Emily Yeh notes that Chinese managers of so-called nature reserves are more interest-
ed in generating revenue through exploiting the reserve than in their protection: “Many protected
areas are ‘paper parks,” with at least one-third lacking staff, management, and funding. The Nature
Reserve Law of 1994 did nothing to remove control of the land under protection from the govern-
ment that was managing it when it became a reserve. Moreover, except for national-level reserves,
it failed to provide a guaranteed source of funding for reserve administration and staffing. This has
led to a situation in which reserve managers’ primary goal has become revenue generation rather
than biodiversity conservation”.*

Although the herders are provided with free accommodation and a certain amount of subsidies,
these resettlements and policy bans on grazing have had profound implications for those resettled.
According to data from the Yushu Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture government, 2.366 million yuan
will be allocated in 2021 to purchase wildlife damage liability insurance services for 378,000 farm-
ers and herdsmen across the state.’> According to a study done by Professor Fachun Du, Deputy
Director of the Institute of New Rural Development at Yunnan Agricultural University (YAU) in
Kunming, China, in Madoi County of Sanjiangyuan, many of these resettled herders cannot adapt
well to the new urban lifestyle, while their quality of life after resettlement is in general not very
satisfactory due to high living expenses.®

These resettlement programs are undertaken without the necessary public consultation and adequate
information relevant to local contexts. According to Zhao Lianshi of the China Association for the
Scientific Expedition of Exotic and Rare Animals, grazing and trampling don’t harm or destroy the
grassland — it actually contributes to its healthy development.” This shows that if not done correctly,
such policies could adversely affect the people as well as the environment they aim to protect.

They also violate basic human rights. Resettlement interferes with the enjoyment of the human
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rights of the local Tibetan people. Local Tibetan herders, who have lived in the region sustainably
for thousands of years and have contributed the least to climate change, however, are the ones who
suffer the most and are often least well-prepared to respond to the changing climate and Chinese
government policies.

These programs to protect the region were done at the expense of the rights of those who live there.
Human Rights Council resolutions on human rights and climate change similarly highlight this dis-
parity, stating that the impacts of climate change “will be felt most acutely by those segments of the
population who are already in a vulnerable situation.”®

The situation of local nomads in Sanjiangyuan does not represent an isolated case: such forced relo-
cation in the name of environmental protection is ubiquitous throughout Tibet.

Most climate change research on the Tibetan Plateau is mainly done by Chinese scientists, and the
government policies were based on these scientific findings. However, it is important to notice that
these Chinese scientists work within a political system that don’t allow them to speak clearly and
critically. There are very few western scientists researching the Tibetan Plateau, and for those that
do, their recommendations tend to have a little impact on the Chinese government. This has resulted
in a large void in climate change research on the Tibetan Plateau.’

Facts about Sanjiangyuan park

» Itis one of the 32 priority areas for biodiversity in the country, with 2,238 species of wild vas-
cular plants, 69 species of wild animals under national key protection, and a high proportion of
unique and rare protected species such as Tibetan antelope, snow leopard, white-lipped deer,
and wild yak. Biological Natural Germplasm Repository”.

*  According to the “Qinghai Sanjiangyuan Ecological Protection and Construction Phase II Proj-
ect Plan” issued by the state, the Sanjiangyuan protection area includes 21 counties (cities)
in 4 prefectures of Yushu, Guoluo, Huangnan and Hainan in Qinghai Province and Tanggula
Mountain in Golmud City.

* The town covers an area of 395,000 square kilometers.

*  These water sources contribute half of the total water volume of the Yellow River, a quarter of
the Yangtze River, and 15% of the Lancang River.

* There are 17,211 ecological caregivers in Sanjiangyuan National Park.
*  The area of Sanjiangyuan National Park has been expanded to 190,700 square kilometers, an

increase of nearly 60% compared with the pilot area.

(Endnotes)

1 The State Council Information Office of the People’s Republic of China, Responding to Climate Change: China’s
Policies and Actions, (2021). http://www.scio.gov.cn/zfbps/32832/Document/1715506/1715506.htm

2 Lei Dongjun, “Climate change, not grazing, destroying the Tibetan Plateau”, China Dialogue, January 21, 2013,
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Further Restrictions on Religious Activities Continue in Tibet

Tsering dolma

Research Fellow

Recently the Chinese authorities in Kham (Tibet) destroyed a 99-foot-tall Buddha statue and around
45 prayer wheels. According to the sources cited by Dharamshala-based Tibet Watch, the demoli-
tion began on December 12, 2021. In China too, in the past few years, the Chinese authorities de-
stroyed several Buddhist statues in Zhejiang, including a 92-foot statue of the Boddhisattva Guanyin
in Taizhou. In 2019, a 32-meter-tall bronze four-faced Guanyin statue in Pumen Temple, located
in Changchun city in the northeastern province of Jilin, was demolished because it was “too tall.”
According to the sources cited by the Bitter Winter, it says:

“They are afraid that everyone will believe in Buddhism, and no one will believe in the Party.”
This spring, authorities ordered to demolish the temple’s nine wind chime pagodas because “they
embodied Tibetan style.” According to the believer, the government prohibits anything with Tibetan
characteristics.

In August 2021, a few video clips were widely circulated on social media and mainstream media
related to Kharmar Monastery, where Tibetan Buddhism is being practiced or preached. This mon-
astery is located in the Chinese city of Linxia, Gansu province. The video clips clearly show monks
and nuns being forcibly evicted from the monastery by several officers in civilian clothes. This un-
fortunate incident has been extensively covered by the major news media such as Radio Free Asia
(Tibetan), New Tang Dynasty Television. Most of the media have given similar reports of the harsh
treatment toward the monks and nuns of Kharmar monastery and have broadcasted similar kinds
of footage. The prime cause for its crackdown was the monetary donation of 300,000 Yuan given
by the monastery during the pandemic and later its refusal to share their income with the govern-
ment-supported Buddhist Association and the local government.

From the time of his ascent to power in November 2013, Xi Jinping has initiated a sea of change
within China, Tibet, East Turkestan (Xinjiang), and Southern Mongolia in curbing the little space
available for religious freedom. All these drastic policy shifts towards different religions including
Tibetan Buddhism show Xi Jinping’s growing repression and his insensitive attitude toward the re-
ligious sentiments of millions of believers. The severe restrictions on religious freedom, particularly
in Tibet, East Turkestan, and Southern Mongolia go unnoticed because of China’s tight control over
the free flow of information.

White Paper on Religion in 2018

In 2018, the Chinese government released a white paper titled “China’s Policies and Practices on
Protecting Freedom of Religious Belief. However, the title of the white paper itself is misleading
and euphemistic. For instance, in the white paper, the party-state has indirectly ordered the religious
groups to support its leadership and to follow the path of socialism with Chinese characteristics. The
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white paper states:

It also means guiding religious groups to support the leadership of the CPC and the socialist sys-
tem, uphold and follow the path of socialism with Chinese characteristics; develop religions in the
Chinese context; embrace core socialist values; carry forward China’s fine traditions, integrate
religious teachings and rules with Chinese culture; abide by state laws and regulations, and accept
state administration in accordance with the law.

The above directions apply to every religion in China. The white paper further added that “Accord-
ing to General Secretary Xi Jinping’s report at the 19th CPC National Congress held in 2017, China
will fully implement the Party’s basic policy on religious affairs, uphold the principle that religions
in China must be Chinese in orientation and provide active guidance to religions so that they can
adapt themselves to the socialist society.”

In the 14th Five-Year-Plan (2021-2025) too, the party-state has stated that “We will implement the
Party’s basic guiding principles on religious work, adhere to the direction of the sinicization of Chi-
na’s religions, and actively guide the mutual adaptation of religions and socialist society.” In short,
from the past few years of development in China, one may conclude that there is growing siniciza-
tion of religions in China, including Tibetan Buddhism.

National Conference on Work-related to Religious Affairs 2021

Recently a national conference on work related to religious affairs was held from December 3 to
4 2021 in Beijing. The conference was presided over by Li Keqiang, was attended by other senior
leaders Li Zhanshu, Wang Huning, Zhao Leji, and Han Zheng. In the conference, Xi Jinping has
emphasized to “further uphold the principle that religions in China must be Chinese in orientation,
strengthen the management of online religious affairs, and effectively address prominent problems
that affect the sound inheritance of religions in China.” Since the beginning of pandemic, most of the
activities have been carried out online all over the world. Hence, controlling and managing online
religious affairs has been stressed. Under the new regulation titled “Measures for the Administra-
tion of Internet Religious Information Services,” released on 20 December 2021, all foreign orga-
nizations and individuals will be banned from spreading religious content online in China. In Tibet
too, this might be effectively implemented. For instance, article 17 of the new regulation states that
one “must not organize the carrying out of religious activities online, and must not broadcast reli-
gious rites such as obeisance to Buddha, burning incense, ordinations, services, mass, or baptisms,
through means such as text, images, audio, or video either live or in recordings.” The violation of
these rules by any organizations and individuals will lead to punishments. Hence, according to Ar-
ticle 29: “Where articles 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, or 19 of these measures are violated...they are to
collaborate with the internet information departments, competent departments for telecommunica-
tions, public security organs, state security organs, and so forth to give punishments in accordance
with relevant laws and administrative regulations.” With this new regulation to be effective from 1
March 2022, this author estimates that there might be crackdowns even on those Tibetans who have
been engaged or seen in religious activities broadcasted or recorded in old videos.
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China Eyes Bolstering Mining Across Tibet

(Tibet is rich in natural resources including rare earths, which many fear Beijing plans to exploit
without protecting the environment)

Dhondup Wangmo

Research Fellow

Before the invasion of Tibet by the People’s Republic of China (PRC), mining was rarely conducted
in that region. Within the Tibetan cultural sphere, mining and ground disturbance are often said to
remove “the bcud [nutrition or essence] of the earth, of which minerals are [a] primary form.”During
the Cultural Revolutions, Tibetan people were sent to Jang Tsala Karpo, a borax mine in the high-al-
titude Jangtang region of northern Tibet (Nagchu). Some mining for chromium was also done using
Tibetan prisoners, many of whom were worked or starved to death. In short, after the invasion, Chi-
na’s mining continued throughout Tibet.

Gabriel Lafitte, an authority on mining in Tibet, has divided China’s exploitation of Tibetan natural
resources into four periods. The first stage was that of the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s when the Tsaidam
Basin became the site of one of the largest exploitations of minerals such as chromium and bauxite.
The second stage was that of the 1980s and 1990s, characterized by the damaging gold rush mostly
involving small-scale private individuals in the rivers of Kham and Amdo, two of the traditional
provinces of Tibet.The third stage of China’s exploitation of Tibet’s natural resources began with
the large-scale mining by government organizations such as the People’s Armed Police or by state-
owned enterprises. The fourth stage of natural-resource mining in Tibet was for minerals like copper,
which requires a large amount of electricity and a good network of roads.

Mining without minding Tibet’s environment

For many, Tibet is popularly known as the “Third Pole” and the “water tower of Asia,” supplying
fresh water to the lower riparian countries. Other than that, Tibet is also rich in natural mineral re-
sources.

More than 126 kinds of mineral resources have been found in Tibet, the quality of which is among
the best in the world.

According to Zhang Hongtao, vice-director of the China Geological Survey Bureau, the Tibetan
Plateau has reserves of 30 million to 40 million tons of copper, 40 million tons of lead and zinc, and
billions of tons of iron. Because of the reckless mining by the Chinese government, the richness of
the plateau in natural resources became a curse for the Tibetan people and the ecosystem.

Under the 14th Five-Year Plan, the Chinese government intends to “strengthen the construction of
coal reserve capacity. We will improve the energy risk emergency management and control system,
strengthen power supply guarantees for key cities and users, and strengthen the security protection
of important energy facilities and energy networks.”
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Not only that, but the party-state also plans to “strengthen the planning and control of strategic min-
eral resources, improve reserve security capabilities, and implement a new round of breakthrough
strategic initiatives for prospecting.”Last month, the National Development and Reform Commis-
sion revealed that China will step up exploration for strategic mineral resources including petro-
leum, natural gas, copper, chromium, tungsten, rare earths and others during 2021-2025.

Many rare-earth minerals are found in Tibet. Currently, the demand for batteries for electric vehi-
cles is soaring in the world, leading to further soaring prices for raw materials. Hence the demand
for lithium will increase, and lithium reserves are abundent in Tibet. For instance, the production of
lithium carbonate from Tso-Ngon (Qinghai) Lake has doubled this year.

Hence, judging from the above developments, in the future, there is a possibility of extensive mining
across Tibet.

Furthermore, according to the National Development and Reform Commission’s “Action Plan for
Carbon Dioxide Peaking Before 2030,” the party-state plans to develop “multimodal transportation
with railway and waterway transportation as the mainstay.”

“We will continue to construct special railway lines for industrial and mining enterprises, ports, and
logistic parks, and accelerate the development of high-level inland waterway networks to facilitate
a shift in bulk cargo transportation and mid-long distance freight transportation from highways to
railways and waterways.”

In the past, mining has led to the relocation of a record number of Tibetan pastoralists. The impacts
of excessive mining on Tibet’s environment are manifold. For instance, mining causes serious de-
struction of the surface morphology and soil structures of lands and also leads to decreasing soil
enzyme activities.

Mining operations also increase the release of arsenic, which is a potential threat to water quality.
Since Tibet is the primary source of Asia’s major rivers, excessive mining across the region may
affect the quality of water flowing toward the lower riparian countries.

Conclusion

Despite more than 20 large-scale mining-related protests being reported from 2009 to 2014, the
Chinese government has continued its mining operations across Tibet. China’s mining has created
irreversible damage to the land, water, and air ecosystem.

In May 2013, a mass gathering of around 5,000 Tibetans protested against a Chinese company to
stop a mining project near the sacred Ngalha Dzamba Mountain in Driru county. Again in 2016,
China started a gold mining operation at Gong-Ngon La Ri (sacred mountain) in Sangchu county in
eastern Tibet.

The Chinese government always claims that the mining industry is operated to develop the so-
cio-economic conditions of the Tibetan people, but instead, it has led to environmental damage and
protests across Tibet.
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Tearing Down the Buddha: How Xi Jinping is Destroying Traditional Buddhism in Tibet

Tsering dolma

Research Fellow

The Chinese Communist Party under Xi Jinping is determined to eliminate traditional Buddhists
and Buddhism in Tibet. Even the most revered statues are being destroyed

It has been twenty years since the bombing of the giant Bamiyan Buddha statue by the Taliban in
2001. This not only hurt the sentiments of millions of Buddhists around the world but also coincided
with the quick collapse of the Taliban regime and two decades of continuous chaos and conflict in
Afghanistan.

Unfortunately, another giant statue, a 99-feet tall Buddha statue in Tibet was destroyed on 12th De-
cember 2021, not by the Taliban, but by the Chinese government. The statue was built by and with
the contribution of the local community of Drango in eastern Tibet after securing all necessary per-
missions from the local Chinese government. The primary reason for the construction of the giant
Buddha was a collective decision by the community. This is to invoke divine benevolence to prevent
further natural disasters as the region witnessed an unprecedented number of forest fires, earth-
quakes, floods, and landslides in recent years. According to reliable sources, before the destruction
of the statue, the Chinese government also forcefully demolished a school that provided education
to around a hundred students in the region and tore down 45 Buddhist prayer wheels.

This is utterly contrary to the Chinese government’s claim of religious freedom in Tibet and is a
signal for more religious repression across Tibet. The destruction carried by the two Chinese county
chiefs in the region where the statue was brought down has deeply hurt the cultural and religious
sentiments of all Tibetans, deepening their perennial sense of fear and loathing towards the Chinese.

In the 17-Point Agreement of 1951 which was signed after the occupation of Tibet by the People’s
Liberation Army of China, the Communist Party promised to respect Tibetan tradition and religion.

However, China’s oppressive actions have continuously targeted Tibetan Buddhism. This has come
under renewed vehemence after Xi Jinping’s rise to power in November 2012, when drastic repres-
sions have been introduced within China, Tibet, East Turkistan (Xinjiang), and Inner Mongolia.
This continued persecution has curtailed the little space available for religious freedom, worsening
the situation as a whole.

Tibetan culture and religion are strongly interconnected and difficult to differentiate. All the tradi-
tions of Tibetan Buddhism have a role in Tibetan culture, in terms of propagating education and
preserving not only the religion but also the rich cultural heritage and language of Tibet. Tibetan
monasteries as a whole, have played a major role in learning and development even before Tibet had
an established a modern system of education

Tibet possesses literature that stretches back more than 1,300 years. It is one of the great literary



traditions of Asia, in terms of both its extent and influences. Also, within the Tibetan Buddhist tra-
dition lie some of the most essential religious philosophies conveyed through oral transmission and
not merely text; from master to disciple. The Tibetan philosophical perspective has strengthened
the religious and political authority of those in control of educational institutions and they are thor-
oughly prepared to provide the requisite training in logic and philosophy. Consequently, Tibetan
monasteries strongly influence national identity, language, religion, and cultural traditions.

However, the CCP (Chinese Communist Party) has employed many methods to eradicate Tibetan
Buddhism not only within Tibet but also outside Tibet. In many locations, Tibetan monasteries have
been demolished or restrictions on the number of monks and nuns have been severely limited.

For example, the monastic population of Sera Monastery had somewhere between 8,000 and 10,000
monks, making it the second-largest monastery in the world after Drepung Monastery. During the
final seizure of Lhasa by Chinese forces in 1959, Sera Monastery was bombed and the monastic
living quarters were destroyed. At present, Sera Monastery has a resident population of only about
500 monks due to limitations set by Chinese authorities.

The book, Eat the Buddha: Life and Death in a Tibetan Town, by the award-winning journalist Bar-
bara Demick, mentions that currently in Chinese-occupied Tibet nobody can become a monk under
the age of eighteen and all of the monks have to undergo the CCP propaganda instruction lectures.
This is in complete violation of ancient Tibetan traditions.

These continued revisions are meant to replace the religious identity and cultural identity in the
hearts and minds of Tibetans through harassment and torture. The effort to control the internal ac-
tivities of monasteries is increasing across Tibet. All of these drastic policy shifts against different
religions (other religions like Islam in the Xinjiang region have been deeply affected too) including
Tibetan Buddhism demonstrate Xi Jinping’s mounting repression and his indifferent attitude to-
wards the religious sentiments of millions of believers in Tibet and throughout China.

The paper titled China: First CCP National Conference on Religion Held Since 2016 written by a
dissident scholar Hu Zimo (pseudonym) on 12th August 2021 detailed how President Xi Jinping
had announced plans for a more severe crackdown on religion. The author further detailed that the
conference was attended by all the top leaders of CCP signaling the scale at which these oppressions
had been planned. In that speech Xi had noted ‘problems’ that still existed in religious propagation,
Xi Jinping asked for more Marxism, surveillance of the internet, and sinicization. He also demanded
the prevention of what he called ‘religious propaganda’ on social media.

One example of how these plans have unfolded comes from one of the largest social networks called
Blued, launched in 2012, which is quite famous in China within the gay community. But on 12th
April 2021, an article titled ‘Chinese LGBT social media app banned users from posting religious
content’ by Chen Tao detailed that homosexual in China are strictly prohibited from expressing their
opinions on religious matters on this network. Though religious posts continue, if they are caught by
the Chinese authorities, the accounts of the authors are blocked.

On 3rd January 2021, The Global Times, the CCP mouthpiece, published an article, ‘Observing
Historical Convention: the Reincarnation of Tibetan Living Buddha under Central Government
Jurisdiction’. The author mentioned that the reincarnation of the living Buddha is meant to settle



the problem of the succession of leaders in Tibetan Buddhist tradition. In January 2016, the State
Administration of Religious Affairs announced that all reincarnated lamas must be approved by the
CCP. This list of reincarnated lamas also included all official ‘living Buddhas.’ Strangely, the of
name of the 14th Dalai Lama was not found on the list. The CCP is working to bring every aspect of
Buddhism under its control to ensure that only spiritual figures who have its ‘approval’ are allowed.

On 14th December 2021, in the paper written by Sophie Richardson, ‘Chinese Authorities Dou-
ble down on Tibetan Reincarnation’, the author indicated that the Communist party’s objective is
to look to ensure full control on also the selection of the next Dalai Lama. Thubten Samphel, the
former Director of the Tibet Policy Institute has written that if Beijing’s appointment of the next
Dalai Lama succeeds, it would rope in the whole of the Buddhist Himalayan belt under its influence
without firing a shot.

Recently, on 6th April 2022, Sophie Richardson mentioned how Chinese authorities put more effort
to control Tibetan reincarnation by keeping secrets from the death of an 86-year-old lama named
Tulku Dawa in Lhasa from Tibet and the outside world.

Tibetan monasteries are the greatest contributors to the field of education and national identity in Ti-
bet. Scholarly training provided in Tibetan monasteries has sustained the region’s culture, religion,
and language. Monasteries are providing education that ultimately brings about faith in tradition,
and means and ability to prevent the disappearance of one’s (endangered) nationality. This is a firm
counter to Communist ideology. Therefore, the majority of self-immolations (protesting Chinese
oppression) that occur in Tibet are committed by monks and nuns. This is why Xi Jinping is against
traditional Buddhism in Tibet, and why his troops are tearing down revered Buddha statues.
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